
HARK!  WHAT DID THE HERALD ANGELS PROCLAIM 
  
Dear Friend, 
  
We are all familiar with the traditional Christmas hymn “Hark the Herald Angels Sing”.  Like me, you may 
not be familiar with the background of this beautiful traditional song.  First of all, it was written by 
Charles Wesley.  Charles was the brother of John, the founder of the Methodist Church.  Charles wrote 
over 6,000 church songs (more than any other male writer).  Written as a poem before it was a hymn, 
Charles wrote it inspired by the sounds of  London church bells while walking to church on Christmas 
day.  No doubt the bells reminded him of the angels message proclaiming the birth of Christ.  There are 
three promises proclaimed in the message of the angels. 
  
First of all there is the promise of a Savior.  In Luke 2:11 the angels proclaim “a savior has been born to 
you”.  Note the personal pronoun, “you”.  Yes, Jesus came to save all mankind; but in the grand picture 
of all mankind, God does not want us to forget that Jesus is a personal savior.  The second promise in 
the passage is peace!  Luke 2:14 “…and on earth peace to men on whom his favor rest”.  The “whom his 
favor rests” means the promise of peace is fulfilled when we become a Christian.  No God, no 
peace.  Know God, know peace.  A third promise comes from the angels, joy.  Luke 2:15 tells us that the 
shepherds immediately left for Bethlehem.  The sentence structure indicates they not only went quickly 
but they also went with joy. 
  
Great news for all of us: the promises of a savior, peace, and joy are just as real today as they were 
when the angels spoke to the shepherds 2,000 years ago!  May you experience all three promises this 
Christmas. 
  
In Christ Love, 
  
Pastor Mike 
  
Prayers:  Alice Morgan (cancer), Randy Wickiser (rehab), a joy-filled Christmas for all you know 
  
Events:  Christmas Eve Service - 7:00pm; New Albany Presbyterian Service Christmas Day - 10:00am; 
Sunday, January 1- combined service with NAPC – 10:00am 
Church office closed December 26 – January 2 
 


